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Spiritual Victory
God’s desire for His children 

is for each one to walk in holiness. 
However, our enemy does not want 
us to experience daily spiritual 
victory and knows where to aim his 
fiery darts.

Perhaps the greatest obstacle to 
daily victory over sin is the secret 
sin in our lives. We justify our 
bosom sins, keep them hidden and 
secretly feed them.

Hidden sins drain us physically 
and emotionally. They destroy our 
witness, ruin our relationships and 
wound us spiritually. On top of all 
that, Scripture says that we must 
deal with our sin before God hears 
our prayers.

There is only one way to deal 
with our secret sin and that is to 
attack it full force. This is warfare. 
The moment the sinful thought or 
desire enters the heart or mind, 
we must give it the ax. When we 
sincerely ask for God’s help, He will 
deliver us.

Helping Our Children 
Choose Friends

We are coming to the end of 
the school year and that means our 

children will have more free time. 
This is a good time for parents to get 
on the offensive. As parents we must 
teach our children to select their 
friends and that begins with teach-
ing our children the qualities to look 
for in choosing their friends.

Proverbs 1:10 demonstrates how 
we must teach our children: “My 
son, if sinners entice you, do not 
consent.” 

Rarely will a child rise above 
his closest friends. Children hardly 
ever have the capability to elevate 
themselves beyond the buddies they 
admire, which is why we need to 
help them learn to select compan-
ions, rather than have the group 
select them.

Children generally want to be 
accepted. Enticements from friends 
who do not love God can be strong. 
We may live in nice neighborhoods 
with little crime, but we must not 
let that fool us. There is tremendous 
peer pressure on our children to 
conform to the people they hang out 
with. We do not want our children to 
be influenced by those who delight 
in being deceitful and dishonest, 
who gossip, lie and steal.

We must teach our children 
to select friends that love God and 
desire to obey Him.
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Combined cost of these two special projects is
$40,000

How To Donate
• Write “2016 Project” on offering envelope
• Write “2016 Project” on memo section of check
• Non-cash gifts (contact Carroll Lavalleur)

The Equip Project ended in December 2015, but donations are 
still accepted. Future donations will go toward reducing the debt.

If you have questions, contact Carroll Lavalleur at 402-310-7934 
or clavalleur@ihcc.org

2016 SPECIAL PROJECT

FUND

Auditorium Seating 
Adaptation

Electronic Sign

The cost for a two-sided 
electronic sign is $30,000. The 
sign will be located on the 
northeast corner of 84th and 
A Streets.

The anticipated cost of 
adapting the auditorium for 
wheelchair seating is $10,000.
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Girls of Grace

Camp

Dates: Thursday, May 26–Sunday, May 29

Place: Covenant Cedars Bible Camp near Hordville, 
NE (a beautiful, well-kept campground with great 
facilities, and only 1.5 hours away!)

Who: All girls currently in second through fifth 
grade are welcome.

Cost: $125

Teacher: Tyler Morten

Theme: Run to Win

Activities: Bible time in morning and afternoon, 
crafts, game time, canoeing/kayaking, paddle 
boating, swimming, zip line & climbing adven-
ture center, hiking, camp fire on last evening

Registration: Stop by the table in the south lobby.

Deadline: May 1. Today is the last day!

Questions: Call Jeff/Denise Harford, 402-540-6073.
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Continued on page 6

Megan Barber was baptized April 
24, 2016 

Megan Barber grew up in a 
Christian home and was raised by 
Christian parents. “I was blessed 
to be raised at Indian Hills. I was 
a good child but my siblings could 
attest to me not being so. Every-

one knew me as being happy all 
the time, always seeing me with a 
smile on my face. But that hap-
piness was artificial. I was only 
happy because I thought I had all 
that I needed. 

“The summer before sixth 
grade my babysitter, Kat Nelson, 
babysat me. Almost every day we 
would have a little Bible lesson. 
After the lesson, Kat would ask me 
if I would go to heaven once I died. 
After being asked this question, I 
remember feeling uncomfortable 
because the answer was no. I told 
her I didn’t know because I didn’t 
want to think that I was missing 
something.

“One day Kat had a friend 
come out and share her testimony 
with us. She talked about how her 
father knew the Bible inside and 
out but he was still headed to hell 
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Work Night
Changing Out Lights
We’re looking for a dozen people to help install lights.
We need a few people that are comfortable with 
electricity and a few people to unbox and hand 
parts to workers.
Work nights are May 5, 12, 19
Plan to work from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
If you’d like to help, let Kevin know at: 
Kevin.Wheat@ihcc.org

Nathan Marra was baptized April 
24, 2016.

Nathan Marra has attended In-
dian Hills his entire life and says, 
“I was raised by godly parents, 
Steve and Amy Marra.” Nathan 
also has three siblings: Matt, Syd-
ney, and Alex.

As a child, Nathan was careful 
to not get in trouble. “I did not 
have a true grasp of what it meant 
to be a child of God, but I always 

because he didn’t trust Christ. It 
scared me to think that just know-
ing the Bible didn’t save you. I 
realized that the joy I had wasn’t 
real. James 1:2 says, “Consider 
it all joy, my brethren, when you 
encounter various trials,” I wanted 
a joy that would last through any 
trial that was put in front of me. 

“I asked Christ to come into 
my heart. He humbled me and 
made me His child. He loves 
me and I finally realized that He 
wanted me to be His child and 
spend eternity glorifying Him. 
After praying, a huge weight of 
sin was lifted off my shoulders. 
He changed my life. He has given 
me unspeakable joy that grows 
through every trial and blessing. 
I love spreading that joy through 
service in ministry. Continued on page 7
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answered Bible questions in Sun-
day School and put on a good face 
for those around me.”

When Nathan was five years 
old he recalls hearing about the 
penalty of sin. “I prayed to God 
to forgive me but there was no 
change in my life.” Nathan made 
several professions of faith in his 
elementary school years, with the 
last one being in fourth grade.

“In Junior High, it became 
apparent to me that I was not liv-
ing my life for the Lord, and I was 
convicted of my sinful state. My 
desires were not for God’s praise 
and glory, but my own. I lusted 
after girls and struggled with por-
nography. I was more interested 
in watching football and playing 
video games than being in God’s 
Word. I was obsessed with gaining 
the attention and approval of men 
rather than God.

“By the end of my seventh 
grade year, I knew in my heart 
that I had rejected God’s gift of 
salvation, yet I didn’t care. I was 
depraved and even told myself 
that I would ‘accept Christ’ at the 
upcoming summer camp, just so 
my peers would notice me!”

God had other plans for Na-
than. “In July of 2010, Aaron Nich-
olson, who was my music teacher 
at the time, asked me and my 
brother Matt, about our testimo-
nies. I fumbled my way through 

the same story I had always told, 
but my brother wasn’t fooled.

“The next day, Matt confront-
ed me and I broke down crying, 
finally realizing the weight of my 
sin. I accepted Christ as my per-
sonal Lord and Savior, believing 
in the work He did on the cross by 
dying for my sins and rising again. 
The burden was lifted off of my 
shoulders.

“Since that day, I have 
struggled at times with doubts of 
whether I am truly saved, but I 
only need to look at my motives 
to be convinced of the new life 
within me. I now strive to please 
God rather than man, I desire to 
be around fellow believers, and I 
have a conviction in my heart to 
learn more from His Word. I’m not 
perfect, but I know that Christ has 
changed me from the inside out 
and has blessed me beyond com-
prehension.

“I began serving in the Mu-
sic Ministry in 2012 and I started 
working at Indian Hills as an assis-
tant to Aaron in January of 2014. 
My purpose is to live my life like 
the Thessalonian church, who re-
ceived the Gospel not in word only, 
but ‘also in power and in the Holy 
Spirit and with full conviction’ (1 
Thess. 1:5). My desire is to have 
passion and zeal for the service to 
my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
‘Whatever you do in word or deed, 
do all in the name of the Lord Je-
sus, giving thanks through Him to 
God the Father’ (Col. 3:17).”



8  • Heartbeat

Fifth Grade Girls of Grace Make 

Baby Blankets by Gail DeReise & Michelle Pietzyk

Girls of Grace utilizes a three-
year curriculum designed to teach 
our young ladies home-making skills 
at a simple level (first through third 
grade), and then a more difficult level 
(fourth-sixth grade).  This year, quilt-
ing was part of the curriculum, and 
our fifth grade Girls of Grace class 
decided to also use this learning time 
as an opportunity to serve others.

The girls (and their leaders) 
worked together to pick four sets 
of complimentary fabrics.  Prior to 
cutting the fabric into strips, they 
reviewed the importance of accurate 
measurements.  The strips were sown 
together, and cut the other way to cre-
ate another set of strips, which were 
again sewn together to create the top.

All of this “sewing of strips” pro-
vided an excellent time for the leaders 
to review how the sewing machine 
works, and other sewing skills, as well 
as providing the needed “hands on” 
time for the girls to practice what they 
were taught.  As a final step to create 
the top, the girls chose one of the 

fabrics to sew around all four sides, to 
create a perfect border.    

Then the fun part came—assem-
bling the quilt! It seemed odd to the 
girls that you sew the blanket layers 
together inside out! They discovered 
it took a lot of straight pins to secure 
all the layers together. Sewing around 
the edge of the quilt and through half 
of the squares secured the batting, so 
the blankets could be washed over and 
over without the batting shifting. The 
quilts were large enough that one girl 
would help hold the blanket in place 
while another girl sewed, and then 
they would switch places.

This was definitely a team 
project, and not only provided an 
opportunity to work on our measur-
ing, cutting and sewing skills, but 
also learning to grow in His grace, 
and in the fruits of the Spirit of love, 
patience, kindness and self-control—
for both students and teachers. The 
quilts were donated to the church, and 
they will be given to three precious 
new babies born into our church 
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Children’ Sunday School
Visit the Sunday school 
coordinator’s desk for 
class locations.

Junior High (Grades 6-8)
Studying Galatians
Jeff Harford Teaching
Cornerstone House

Senior High (Grades 9-12)
Studying Ephesians
Team Taught 
Room 1430

Alpha Omega (18–25) 
Studying 1 John
Duane Nelsen Teaching
Room 2311

EDGE
Studying Ephesians
Jay O’Neal Teaching
Rooms 1101-1102

Common Bonds
Studying John
Jim Mooberry Teaching
Room 1404

Bible Fellowship Hour
HIS
Studying Deuteronomy
Scott Bailey Teaching
Room 1423

LOGOS
Studying Joshua
Greg Thomas Teaching
Room 1422
 
1800 Fellowship
Studying Luke
Bill Cooley Teaching
Room 1100 (Chapel)

One Heart
Studying Matthew
Dick Bergt Teaching
Room 1112

LIFE
Studying Matthew
Jim Pelton Teaching
Room 1419

The Father Knows Best
Studying Harmony of 
the Gospels
Don Goertzen Teaching
Room 1414

Prime Time (60+ retired)
Studying Ruth
Ed Daly Teaching
Room 1417

Classes begin at 8:45 
a.m. but everyone is 
welcome to come at 
8:30 a.m. for a cup of 
coffee and fellowship.

For more information 
about any of these 
classes, contact Duane 
Nelsen at 483-4541, 
visit the class, or stop by 
the information center 
in the south lobby.

Information Center
We would love to meet 
you! Please stop by and 
pick up your visitor/
newcomer gift bag. 
We’re located across 
from Sound Words.

family.  While each stitch might not 
be perfect, or things exactly square, 
our prayer is that those who receive 
them would be willing to overlook the 
flaws, knowing that the quit was made 
with love for their child.

Please continue to keep the Girls 

of Grace ministry in your prayers.  
Our desire is for each girl in the 
program to come to a saving faith in 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and 
then to grow in the grace and knowl-
edge of Him. Our second desire is to 
teach the girls homemaking skills for 
keeping a pleasant home.



10  • Heartbeat

Family News. 
Hospitalized. Leonard Larson 
was a patient at Lincoln Surgical 
Hospital.

Children’s Studies
Sunday School. The children 
studied Ezekiel 40–48 and learned 
about the Glory returning.
Children’s Church. The children 
studied Ezra 7–10 and learned 
about God revealing His goodness 
to the Jews. The lesson goal is for 
the students to repent when they 
see God’s goodness and their sin.

Information
AWANA Cubbies will receive 
their awards on Wednesday, May 4 
at 7 p.m.
Gardening. If you would like to 
help with the church flower gar-
dens, meet in the south parking lot 
on Wednesday at 10 a.m.
Plant Sale. Girls of Grace is hav-
ing a plant sale on May 8 and 15 
in the south lobby, immediately 
following Sunday Night Church. 
Tomato and pepper plants will be 
available.
Media Center needs help during 
the worship hour one Sunday a 
month. Please call Gary or Carol 
Goodding, 402 475-8429, if inter-
ested.
Van Drivers & Riders Needed. 
If you would like to serve as a 

driver or rider (helper) for the van 
ministry, please contact Ed Mc-
Clure by calling the church, 402-
483-4541 and leave a message with 
the receptionist, or e-mail him at 
Ed.McClure@ihcc.org.
Senior Recognition & Banquet 
for our high school seniors will be 
held today, May 1.
Issues in Our Contemporary 
World. Join Donald Goertzen for 
a pictorial study of the Holy Land, 
including its geographical and 
historical sites on Wednesday from 
7–8 p.m. in room 1414.
Girls of Grace. The last camp 
meeting for counselors and junior 
counselors will be held Sunday, 
May 15 at 4:30 p.m. in rooms 
2209–2210 (across from the Girls 
of Grace desk)
Girls’ Choir will be holding an 
end-of-the-year auction to reward 
the girls for all their hard work. 
Auctioned items are won with the 
points they earn throughout the 
year. Donations are accepted and 
include anything a fourth through 
twelfth grade girl would like. Use 
your imagination; gift cards are 
always a hit. Questions? Contact 
Teresa Krieger at 402-417-2852, 
or Peggy Cline at 402-560-6697. 
Donations may be left in the choir 
room. Please clearly mark them 
“Girls Choir.”
Remember the date: Branson trip 
will be November 8–11. Come and 
have a great time with us. More 
information to follow.
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Several workers are needed to 
care for children in the beginning 
walker’s room during the second 
hour on Sunday mornings. Please 
contact Jennifer Lenzen at 402-
435-0877 if you are interested in 
serving in this way.
Door-to-Door Evangelism meets 
Monday at 6:15 p.m.
Promotion Sunday. All students 
(K through high school) are pro-
moted to the next grade on Sunday, 
June 5.
Home Bible Studies. If you are 
looking for a Home Bible Study, or 
are interested in hosting a study in 
your home, contact Matt Sherman 
at 402-465-8030.
Used Book section is available at 
Sound Words. You may contribute 
to or make purchases of discount-
ed and hard-to-find books. Our 
shelves are growing and the stock 
is constantly changing in both the 
fiction and non-fiction categories.
Hospitalizations. Please call the 
church, 402-483-4541, and notify 
Pastor Aaron Nicholson for all hos-
pitalizations and births.
Worship Service Online. If you 
are unable to attend church on 
Sunday and would like to worship 
with us through the internet, log 
on to www.ihcc.org and click on 
Resources at the top of the page. 
Then, click on Live Stream. The 
services start at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Parents. We have been practicing 
fire/tornado and lock-down drills 

in the children’s classes. We are 
thinking about safety for all ages 
and working hard to be prepared if 
an emergency should arise.
Nursing Home Door-to-Door 
Evangelism. If you’d like to help, 
call Adam Flaugh, 402-580-3014.
Weather Alert. If you are wonder-
ing if the church will be open or 
closed due to the weather, check 
www.ihcc.org.
Learning New Songs. Would you 
like to learn the upcoming songs 
we sing each Sunday during the 
week? Visit our church Facebook 
page (www.facebook.com/Indian-
HillsCommunityChurch) and see 
the corresponding post or write 
these links down and visit these 
pages each week. On each page, 
click on the “Youtube” button to 
hear the song.
Sunday Morning Services Page:  
tiny.cc/sundayam
Sunday Evening Services Page:  
tiny.cc/sundaypm
“Sing to the Lord a new song; sing 
to the Lord, all the earth” (Ps 96:1).
Weddings & Funerals. Please call 
the church, 402-483-4541, and ask 
for Pastor Duane Nelsen or Pastor 
Aaron Nicholson for wedding and 
funeral arrangements.
Welcome Bags are available for 
first time visitors. If you brought 
a visitor today, be sure to visit the 
information center with them so 
they will receive their Welcome 
Bag.
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This Week’s Events
Sunday

Sunday Night Church
Girls of Grace, Boys of Faith, 

Sonshine Kids
Senior Recognition/Banquet

Monday
Door-to-Door Evangelism 6:15 p.m.

Sisters 7 p.m.

Tuesday
Mansion Builders 7–9 p.m.

Wednesday
Girls’ Choir Junk Store 4:30–6:30 p.m.

Orchestra 6–7:30 p.m.
Awana 6:45 p.m.

Cubbies Awards 7 p.m.
Junior High 6:45 p.m.

Issues in Our Contemporary World
Choir 7–8:30 p.m.

Mansion Builders 7–9 p.m.

Thursday
 Alpha Omega Study 7 p.m.

Future Events
May 11

Awana Awards 7 p.m.

May 2–6
Ladies Day Out

May 13
Christian Businessman’s Lunch

Junior High Banquet

May 26–29
Girls of Grace Camp

June 5
Promotion Sunday

June 13–18
Senior High Camp

July 11–15
Vacation Bible School

August 6–9
Boys of Faith Camp

August 10–13
Junior High Camp

November 8–11
Branson TripHeartbeat
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